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Widow remarriages, If not wholly prohibited, were allowed as
exceptions. Only among Shudras, widow-remarriages were allowed
without any restrictions.

At present the administration of a village is conducted by the
village headman and the village council. Several such villages are

grouped into a Taluka  or   a district   which is

The Activities of undef the jurisdiction of an officer called the
Councils, Cabinets, .._ . . .. .                        rr .         . . . , .

Legislative Assets    M^latdar who manages affairs   with the help

biles and Kings of a staff and an office. Several districts are
grouped together and is called a province which
is placed under the supervision of an officer who is given the
designation of the " Collector '\ Several such provinces are grouped
together and placed under the searching eye of an officer called
the " Commissioner. " Over these all, we have Governors, Viceroys^
and a Secretary of State for India, with their legislative assemblies
and executive councils and Ministers for different departments.
Such hierarchical official order though on a smaller scale, seems
to have prevailed even in Ancient India. Titles and official design-
ations of persons holding posts IE the administrative departments
are found in the literature of those tiroes7*'3 though we do not
know exact details about their powers and positions, duties and
responsibilities* Nature and God Time smiled sweetly on those
people, and so they did not bother with complicated official dis-
tinctions and definitions of the particular duties and powers of
each officer* This does not mean that the people were intellectually
inferior to us. (The reader is here referred to the paragraphs oa
Village Reconstruction, on ministers and councils and OE the
formation of guilds for the development of trade). Persons, whose
intellectual powers were above the average and who were consequently
respected in the society, had such responsibilities trust upon them,
and they acquitted themselves worthily in their duties. A council
of such persons was just like the Legislative Council or The
House of Commons of to-day73* Moreover, on account of the

(72) Sresthin, GJhasthio, BhSndatik, Jef hakas Rajjuka, Jaaapacla, PaurasabhSi

etc** are the words used la Buddhistic  books, "Bhandariks were also trusted
the work of hearing quarrels and giving decisions thereon. (C, H. L p, 206),

(73)  <4Bnddhtotic laito" p* 9<W Most of the handicrafts had their